
Cells

Basic unit of life

Cells reproduce to 
replace old and 
damaged cells, 
and for growth
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Nucleus: Contains genetic information and      
controls all activities in the cell

Cytoplasm: Jelly-like substance where all cell 
activities take place

Cell membrane: Partially permeable, only 
allows certain substances 
to enter and exit the cell

Cell wall: Gives the plant cell its
shape and prevent cell    
from bursting

Chloroplast: contains chlorophyll to  
trap sunlight for the 
plant to make food

Cell membrane
Chloroplasts

Cell wall

Cell membrane

Nucleus

Cytoplasm

Nucleus

Root cell   
(no chloroplast)

Cheek 
cell

Red blood cell   
(no nucleus)

© Illuminate Learning Centre Pte Ltd 

A bigger organism 
has more cells than 
a smaller organism. 


